OPENING WORDS OF THE XXX EXTRAORDINARY

GENERAL CHAPTER
Sr. Ma. Carmen Mora Sena - Zaragoza, 11th July 2022
Dear Sisters:
The time has come to begin our Chapter, to which I believe we have reached, after the beautiful portico of the Spiritual Exercises, open to the Spirit, nourished by the sap of our roots, aware of the responsibility entrusted to us, and with a deep feeling of hope and gratitude to God, and to each one of the Sisters who participate in this event.
On behalf of the Sisters of my Community, the General Council, and on my own behalf, I give to you all my most sincere and warm welcome to the XXX General Chapter that we have begun together with Maria Rafols in Vilafranca and that we are now going to celebrate in our General House together to our Founders and to Mother Pabla Bescos who, from her frailty, carried out the service of government in our Congregation with so much success for many years.
I am sure that they intercede for us and will encourage and inspire us in our Chapter work.

Welcome to this House that is the House of all of us and that has been prepared with immense care and detail to welcome us, so that we may feel at home and everything may favour our encounters, our prayer and our work.
Welcome to each and everyone! It gives me immense joy to feel the universality of the Congregation, the richness that its diversity involves. I look at you all and I discover the Universal Charity that knows no frontiers, of which you are the face on every continent.
The Word of God presides over us, which is our strength and speaks to our hearts, whispering to us what is the priority of the Government service: the care for our Sisters so that they may live their vocation with joy and make God's love and mercy present in our world.

We have been convoked by the Lord and in his Name we gather. He is in our midst, He accompanies us and accompanies our work.
In addition to the Chapterian Sisters, and the five Sisters who have come to help us during these weeks in the secretariat and translation services, all our Sisters of the Congregation and the Laity of Saint Anne Family accompany us with their prayers and love. We feel the close presence of our Founders and of all the Sisters and Laity of our Charismatic Family who have preceded us and already enjoy the Lord face to face, without veils.
We are also accompanied by the prayer of many religious women and men of contemplative and apostolic life, of Bishops and Priests from all over the world, of people who appreciate us and/or collaborate with us. We have a multitude of intercessors and so many reasons to trust in the Spirit!
As you know very well, the objective and nuclear theme of the Chapter is the one that is included in the second Chapter agreement of the XXIX General Chapter:
“Given the need to review the second part of the Constitution on the organization (Government section) of Constitutions, with their corresponding Organization and Life numbers, the XXIX General Chapter agrees to hold an Extraordinary General Chapter of Government. This Chapter will take place in 2022 and will replace the Congregational Assembly referred to in point No. 152 of Organization and Life”.

We have prepared it, as usual, following a synodal process that we began in each community at the end of 2020 with the calm and commented reading of numbers 112 to 156 of our Constitutions and Organization and Life, and that we continue, as of July 2021 with the reflection on the Working Document prepared by the Sisters of the Pre-Chapter Central Commission based on an extensive previous bibliography. I am infinitely grateful for the help they gave us, especially since they had to meet bimodally due to the pandemic.
All the contributions were sent to the Provincial, Delegations and Houses Dependent on the General Council Chapters. And, with the conclusions of each one of them, the Sisters of the Central Coordinating Commission have prepared the Chapter Document that we will now work on. Thank you all very much for your involvement, responsibility and effort.
At the beginning of our Chapter we will have the doctrinal enlightenment of an expert on the subject that concerns us, Luis Alberto Gonzalo Diez, to whom I know that some of you have heard more widely, and, during its development, with the canonical advice of the Undersecretary of CIVCSVA, Sr. Carmen Ros Nortes, religious sister of Consolation and Fr. Aitor Jiménez Echave, Claretian missionary.
But, beyond this help, what is truly important is that we live our Chapter in openness and docility to the Spirit, from the attitudes that, in the last Plenary Assembly of the International Union of General Superiors (UISG), Nurya Martinez Gayol, aci, proposed while speaking to us about the “Spirituality of Synodality: listening, dialogue, discernment, care and resistant patience.
The first attitude that we must cultivate is Listening, and not just any listening, but quality listening: Listening to the Spirit that speaks within us and also speaks in each one of our Sisters. In all of them, not only in those who have more influence, power of conviction or positions of greater responsibility, in those who seem more interesting to us, or in those who think in a way more similar to ours. In each one and to all we need to listen, and, to listen to each one, it is necessary to create that inner space that allows us to welcome “the other and her word”, and with it her experience, her reality, her perception of things and the Spirit that inhabits her and that -from her- wants to come out to meet me.
.
We need to empty ourselves of ourselves and of our prejudices in order to live a vulnerable listening, which allows itself to be affected by the word and experience of our Sisters.
Along with listening, we also need dialogue, that deep dialogue, heart to heart, from our wounds, that we saw on the road to Emmaus on the last day of our Spiritual Exercises. Let us dare to express with freedom and humility our difficulties, our concerns, our fears... and also our lights, those that the Spirit stirs up within us, in order to be able to walk with hope the path that is opened before us.
Listening and dialogue, with our Sisters and with the God who dwells within us, will make possible the discernment of the model of government that we need, and, above all, the way in which, at the different levels -Local, Provincial and General-, we are called to carry out the service of government, which is what, ultimately, encourages, stimulates and helps our Sisters to grow or causes discomfort and blocks.
Another essential attitude that we must cultivate in the Chapter and in the exercise of the service of government is care in its different aspects:

· Care for ourselves, for our interiority, for our spirit, for our wounds, in order to be free and willing to care for the other Sisters and other people.

· Care for our relationship with God, of our connection with the One who is the source of our life and our hope, the One who care for us, the One on whom we can uncharge our concerns, in order to “take charge” of the mission that He leaves in our hands because we experience that He trusts us… If we lack the affective connection with Him, it will be difficult for us to discern His will and His dreams.

· Care for our interpersonal relationships, especially with our Sisters... being each one open to the needs of the others, offering each other with generosity the welcome and tenderness that generate and renew the basic trust that helps us to get along with situations of uncertainty... and dedicating more attention to those who are in greatest need.
Finally, another attitude that I think we also need, or at least I do need, is patience, the one that Mother Pabla encouraged us to spend, both with ourselves, with the others Sisters and with our chapter, community or Congregational dynamics... because it can happen that we may get stuck at some point, that may it seems to us that we are not advancing, that we may get frustrated... and in these situations we need to remain in the joint search from listening, without giving in to the temptation of making easy syntheses that do not lead us to any part… 
When that may happen to us, let us have the lucidity to place in OL what might need to be modified and the audacity to remain humble and trusting in the Lord who will make the fruits sprout in due time.
Listening, dialogue, discernment, care and patience... were the attitudes with which Jesus, Mary, our Founders and Mother Pabla lived their authority as a service. Let's look at them and let us allow all these attitudes pass on us, let us enter into communion with them and among us. Let us live this event of grace with our hearts rooted in the God who dwells in us, let us cultivate the affective relationship with Him and train our gaze and our listening in it. Let us allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit and let us broaden our capacity for dialogue, discernment, care... let us spend our patience generously and, with these attitudes, so specific of our Charism, as I told you in the circular letter of the announcement of the Chapter, let us seek the greatest good of our Sisters and -through them- of all the people close to us, especially the most vulnerable and needy, let us help grow the best of what God has placed within each person.
May Our Lady of Pillar, beside whom we were born, grew up and are, unite us as Chapter Community and accompany our work of searching for “A Government at the service of the Community and of the Mission”.
I declare open the XXX General Chapter
in Zaragoza, on 11th July, 2022.

� Cf. Nurya Martinez Gayol: “Spirituality of Sinodality. UISG Plenary Assembly 2022.
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